[Back injuries and the work site].
Payments through obligatory accident insurance for back injuries as a result of an accident in the legal sense are common. In contrast, the acceptance of back injuries as an occupational illness is associated with such strict legal prerequisites that, considering the early appearance and frequency of degenerative back diseases in the general population, the condition whereby a back injury must have been caused exclusively or predominantly, i.e. at least three quarters, by the occupational activity is satisfied only in rare cases. Epidemiological studies show that back conditions occur more frequently in certain types of exposed occupation. The high degree of causality required by the legislature is, however, not demonstrated so that back injuries could therefore be recognized as occupational illnesses only in rare cases. Because of this, prevention at the place of work is all the more important.